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SURPRISING  APPARITIONS . 


TTpon  this  the  same  peasant  n os  so  bold  as  to  draw  a sword . but  be  had  * 
scarce  oat,  it  out  when  he  perceived  another  invisible  hand  had  hold  ot  it. 
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THE 


GENUINE  HISTORY 

OF  THE 

Good  Devil  of  Woodftock. 


Being  a particular  account  of  the  flrangeand 
furprifing  Apparitions,  and  works  of 
Spirits  which  happened  in  the  Months  of 
October  and  November , in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  Chrif , 1649.  When  the  Honour  able 
Commiffioners  for  furveying  the  faid  Manor , 
fat  and  remained  there.  Collected  and  attejl- 
ed  by  themfelves. 

TN  times  when  a general  knowledge  of  the  Scien- 
ces  pervade  mankind,  we  hope  it  may  not  be  con- 
fidered  improper  to  fhew  the  weakness  of  our  an- 
ceflors,  in  allowing  their  underftandings  to  fo  rea- 
dily give  way  to  a belief  in  fupernatural  caufes. 
However  our  public  amufements  tend  to  expofe 
the  arts  by  which  the  learned  few  impofed  upon 
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their  contemporaries  : the  Phantafmagoria  having 
a wonderful  effetl  on  the  powers  of  the  mind,  and 
convinces  me  that  all  fupernatural  appearances  have 
been  produced  by  men  mifufing  fcience,  to  delude 
and  terrify  the  multitude,  by  au  unmanly  and  un- 
juft  deprivation  of  their  natural  reafon,  in  order  to 
attain  their  own  purpofes.  The  following  ftory 
will  elucidate  this  remark,  and  give  fliength  to  the 
juflice  of  it : when  we  conftder,  that  fo  lately  as 
1649.  fix  gentlemen  appointed  as  Commiffioners 
Irom  Oliver  Cromwell,  to  furvey  the  manor  of 
Wood  floe  k , were  fo  grofsly  impofed  upon  by  the 
practice  of  a little  natural  philofophy,  and  chemif- 
try,  as  to  believe  themfelves  furrounded  by  evil 
fpirits  ; and  under  the  influence  ol  this  deception 
left  the  place,  convinced  that  nothing  but  fuper- 
natural powers  could  have  produced  fuch  caufes. 

The  Honourable  the  Commiffioners  arrived  at 
Woodftock  manor  houfe  Oflober  the  13.  and  took 
up  their  refidence  in  the  kings  own  rooms.  His 
Maje fly’s  bed-chamber  they  made  their  kitchen, 
the  council-hall  their  pantry,  and  the  prefence- 
chamber  was  the  place  where  they  fat  for  the  dif- 
patch  of  buftnefs  : His  Majefly’s  dining  room  they, 
made  their  wood  yard,  and  flow’d  it  with  no  other 
wood  but  that  of  the  famous  royal  oak,  from  the 
high  park:  which,  that  nothing  might  be  left  with 
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the  name  of  the  king  about  it,  they  had  dug  up  by 
the  roots,  and  fplit  and  bundled  up  into  faggots  for 
their  firintr. 

Oftober,  16.  This  day  they  fir fl  fat  for  the  dif- 
patch  of  bufinefs-  In  the  mid  ft  of  their  firfl  debate, 
there  entered  a large  black  dog  (as  they  thought) 
which  made  a terrible  howling,  overturned  two  or 
three  of  their  chairs,  and  doing  fome  other  damage, 
went  under  the  bed,  and  there  gnawed  the  cords  : 
the  door  this  while  continued  conflantly  fhut,  when 
after  fome  two  or  three  hours,  Giles  Sharp  their 
Secretary,  looking  under  the  bed,  perceived  that 
the  creature  was  vanifhed,  and  that  a plate  of  meat 
which  one  of  the  fervants  had  hid  there  was  un- 
touched, and  fhewing  this  to  their  honours,  they 
were  all  convinced  there  could  be  no  real  dog  con- 
cerned in  the  cafe,  the  faid  Giles  alfo  depof'ed  on 
oath,  that  to  his  certain  knowledge  there  was  not. 

October,  \j.  As  they  were  this  day  fitting  at 
dinner  in  a lower  room,  they  heard  plainly  the  noife 
of  perfons  walking  over  their  heads,  though  they 
well  knew  the  doors  were  all  locked,  and  there 
could  be  none  there  ; prefently  after  they  heard 
alfo  all  the  wood  of  the  kings  oak  brought  by  par- 
cels from  the  dining  room,  and  thrown  with  great 
violence  into  the  prefence  chamber  ;■  as  alfo,  the 
chairs,  ftools,  tables,  and  other  furniture  forcibly 
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hurled  about  the  roam  : their  own  papers  of  the 
minutes  ol  their  tranfaftions  torn,  and  the  ink- 
glafs  broken.  When  all  this  had  fometime  ceafed, 
the  laid  Giles  propofed  fiift  to  enter  into  thefe 
rooms,  and  in  prefence  of  the  Commiflioners,  of 
whom  he  received  the  key,  he  opened  the  doors, 
and  entering,  with  their  honours  following  him, 
he  there  found  the  wood  ftrewed  about  the  room, 
the  chairs  toffed  about  and  broken,  the  papers  torn, 
and  the  ink-glafs  broken  over  them,  all  as  they  had 
heard ; yet  no  footffeps  appeared  of  any  perfon 
whatever  being  there,  nor  had  the  doors  ever  been 
opened  to  admit  or  let  out  any  perfons  fince  their 
honours  were  laft  there.  It  was  therefore  voted 
Nem  Con  that  the  perfon  who  did  this  mifchief 
could  have  entered  no  other  way  than  at  the  key- 
hole of  the  faid  doors. 

In  the  night  following  this  fame  day,  the  faid 
Giles  and  two  others  of  the  Commiflioners  fervants 
as  they  were  in  bed  in  the  fame  room  with  their 
honours,  had  their  beds  feet  lifted  up  fo  much 
higher  than  their  heads,  that  they  expelled  to  have 
their  necks  broken  ; and  then  they  were  let  fall  at 
once  with  fuch  violence  as  fhook  them  up  from 
the  bed  at  a good  diffance,  and  this  was  repeated 
many  times,  their  honours  being  amazed  lpe£ta- 
tors  of  it.  In  the  morning  the  bedfteads  were  found 
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crack’d  and  broken  : and  the  faid  Giies  and  his 

fellows  declared  they  were  fore  to  the  bones  with 
the  tolling  and  jolting  of  their  beds. 

O&ober,  19.  As  they  were  all  in  bed  together, 
the  candles  were  blown  out  with  a fulphurous  frnell, 
and  inffantly  many  tienchers  of  wood  were  hurled 
about  the  room  ; and  one  of  them  putting  his  head 
above  the  cloarhs,  had  not  lefs  than  fix  forcibly 
thrown  at  him,  which  wounded  him  very  greviouf- 
ly.  In  the  morning  the  trenchers  were  all  found 
lying  about  the  room,  and  were  oblerved  to  be  the 
fame  they  had  eaten  on  the  day  before,  none  being 
lound  remaining  in  the  pantry, 

October,  20.  This  night  the  candles  were  put 
out  as  before,  the  curtains  of  the  bed  in  which 
their  honours  lay,  were  drawn  to  and  fro  many 
times  with  great  violence  ; their  honours  received 
many  cruel  blows,  and  were  much  bruifed  befide 
with  eight  gieat  pewter  difhes,  and  three  dozen 
wooden  trenchers  which  were  thrown  on  the  bed, 
and  heard  afterwards  rolling  about  the  room. 

Many  times  alio  this  night,  they  heard  the  forci- 
ble falling  of  many  faggots  by  their  bed-fide,  but 
in  the  morning  no  faggots  were  found  there  ; no 
difhes  nor  trenchers  were  there  feen  neither  ; and 
the  aforefaid  Giles  attells,  that  by  their  different 

arranging 
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ariarrging  in  the  pantry,  they  had  affuredly  been 
taken  thence,  and  after  put  there  again. 

Oftober,  21,  The  keeper  of  their  ordinary 
and  his  bitch  lay  with  them  this  night,  they  had 
no  dilturbanee. 

O&ober,  22.  Candle*  put  out  as  before.  They 
had  the  faid  bitch  with  them  again,  but  were  not 
by  that  protected  : the  bitch  made  a very  pitious 
cry,  the  cloaths  of  their  bed  were  all  pull’d  off, 
and  the  bricks  without  any  wind,  were  thrown  off 
the  chimney-tops  into  the  middle  of  the  room. 

Oftober,  24.  The  candles  put  out  as  before. 
The  curtains  of  the  bed  in  the  drawing  room  were 
forcibly  drawn  many  times,  the  wood  thrown 
about  as  before,  a terrible  crack  like  thunder  was 
heard;  and  one  of  the  fervants  running  to  fee  if 
his  mailer  was  not  killed,  found  at  his  return  three 
dozen  of  trenchers  laid  fmoothly  upon  his  bed  un- 
der the  quilt. 

Odobe',  2 6.  The  beds  were  fhaken  as  before,, 
the  windows  feemed  all  broken  to  pieces  and  the 
glafs  fell  in  vail  quantities  all  about  the  room.  In 
the  morning  they  found  the  windows  all  whole, 
but  the  floor  ff rewed  with  broken  glafs;  which  they 
gathered  and  laid  by. 
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Ofitober,  29.  At  midnight  candles  went  out  as 
beloie,  fomething  walked  majeftically  through  the 
room  and  opened  and  (hut  the  window,  great  Hones 
were  thrown  violently  into  the  room,  fome  where- 
off  fell  on  the  beds,  others  on  the  floor;  and  at 
about  a quarter  after  one,  a noife  was  heard  as  of 
lorty  cannon  difcharged  together,  and  again  re- 
peated at  about  eight  minutes  diftance.  This 
alarmed  and  railed  all  the  neighbourhood,  who 
coming  into  their  honours  room,  gathered  up  the 
great  ftones,  fourfcore  in  number,  many  of  them 
like  common  pebbles  and  bonders,  and  laid  them 
i by  where  they  are  to  be  feen  to  this  day,  at  a cor- 
ner of  the  adjoining  field.  This  noife  like  the  dif- 
charge  of  cannon  was  heard  thro’  all  the  country 
for  fixteen  miles  round.  During  thefe  noifes  which 
were  heard  in  both  rooms  together,  both  the  Com- 
miflioners  and  their  fervants  gave  one  another  over 
for  loft,  and  cryed  out  help  ; and  Giles  Sharp 
fnatching  up  a fword,  had  nigh  killed  one  of  their 
honours,  taking  him  for  the  fpirit,  as  he  came  in 
his  fhirt  into  the  room.  While  they  were  toge- 
ther the  noife  was  continued,  and  part  of  the  tiling 
of  the  koufe,  and  all  the  windows  of  an  upper 
room  were  taken  away  with  it. 

October,  30.  At  midnight  fomething  walked 
into  the  chamber  treading  like  a bear,  it  walked 

many 
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many  times  about,  then  threw  the  warming-pan 
violently  on  the  floor,  and  fobruifed  it  that  it  was 
fpoiled  ; vafl.  quantities  of  glafs  were  now  thrown 
about  the  room,  and  vail  quantities  of  horfes  bones 
and  great  ftones  thrown  in;  thefe  were  all  found 
in  the  morning,  and  the  floor,  beds,  and  walls 
were  all  much  damaged  by  the  violence  they  were 
thrown. 

November,  1.  Candles  were  placed  in  all  parts 
ol  the  room,  and  a great  fire  made.  At  midnight 
the  candles  all  yet  burning,  a noife  like  the  burfl: 
of  a cannon  was  heard  in  the  room,  and  the  burn- 
ing billets  were  tofled  all  over  the  room  and  about 
the  beds,  that  had  not  their  honours  called  in 
Giles  and  his  fellows,  the  houfe  had  been  afluredly 
burnt,  an  hour  after  the  candles  went  out  as  ufual 
the  crack  of  many  cannon  were  heard,  and  many 
pails  full  of  green  {linking  water  were  thrown  on 
their  honours  in  bed,  graat  fiones  were  alfo  thrown 
in  as  before,  the  bed-curtains  and  bedfleads  torn 
and  broken.  The  windows  were  now  all  really 
broken  and  the  whole  neighbourhood  alarmed  with 
the  noifes,  nay,  the  very  rabbit  Healers  that  were 
abroad  that  night  in  the  warren,  were  fo  frighten- 
ed at  tire  difnial  thundering,  that  they  fled  for  fear 
and  left  their  ferrets  behind  them. 


One 
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One  of  their  honours  this  night  fpoke,  and  in  the 
name  of  god  afked  what  it  was,  and  why  it  diflurb- 
ed  them  fo.  No  anfwer  was  given  to  this,  but  the 
noife  ceafed  for  awhile,  when  the  fpirit  came  again, 
and  as  they  all  agreed',  brought  with  it  feven  devils 
worfe  than  itfell.  One  of  the  fervants  now  lighted 
a large  candle  and  fet  it  in  the  door  way  between 
the  two  chambers  to  fee  what  palled;  and  as  he 
watched  he  plainly  faw  a hoot  finking  a candle- 
flick  into  the  middle  of  the  room,  and  afterwards 
making  three  fcrapes  over  the  fnuff  of  the  candle 
to  fcrape  it  out : upon  this  the  fame  peafant  was  fo  ' 
bold  as  to  draw  a fword,  but  he  had  fcarce  got  it 
out  when  he  perceived  another  inviftble  hand  had 
hold  of  it,  and  at  length  prevailing  flruck  him  lo 
violently  on  the  head  with  the  pummel  that  he  fell 
down  for  dead  with  the  blow.  At  this  inflant  was 
heard  another  burfl  like  the  difcharge  of  a broad- 
fide  of  a fhip  of  war,  and  a-t  about  two  minutes 
diflance  each,  no  lefs  than  nineteen  more  fuch; 
thefe  fhook  the  houfe  fo  violently  that  they  ex- 
pe£led  every  moment  it  would  fall  upon  their  heads. 
The  neighbours  on  this  were  all  alarmed  and  run- 
ning to  the  houfe  they  all  joined  in  prayers  and 
pfalm  finging,  during  which  the  noife  ftill  conti- 
nued in  the  other  rooms,  and  the  difcharge  of  can- 
non without,  though  no  one  was  there. 


We 
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We  fhall  conclude  our  relation  of  this  event,  by 
obferving  that  though  tricks  have  been  often  played 
in  affairs  of  this  kind,  many  of  thefe  things  are  not 
reconcileable  to  juggling;  fuch  as  iff:  The  loud 
ncifes  made  beyond  the  power  of  man  without  fuch 
inftruments  as  were  not  there.  2nd.  The  tearing 
and  breaking  the  beds.  3d.  Throwing  about  the 
fire.  4th.  The  hoof  treading  out  the  candle, 
and,  ^thly.  The  fl riving  for  the  fword,  and  the 
blow  the  man  received  from  the  pummel  of  it. 

To  fee  however,  how  great  men  are  fometimes 
deceived  ; Dr.  Plot,  who  records  this  relation,  con- 
cludes— that  he  had  from  under  the  mans  own  hand 

4 

that  he,  Joleph  Collins,  commonly  known  by  the 
name  of  funny  Joe  of  Oxford,  was  himfelf  this 
very  devil  ; that  he  hired  himfelf  as  a fervan*.  to 
thefe  Commiffioners,  under  the  feigned  name  of 
Giles  Sharp  ; and  by  the  help  of  two  friends,  and 
an  unknown  trap  door  in  the  ceiling  of  the  bed- 
chamber, and  a lb.  of  white  gun-powder,  played  all 
thefe  amazing  tricks  by  himfelf  and  his  fellow  fer- 
vants,  whom  he  had  introduced  on  purpofe  to 
affift  him. 

The  candles  were  contrived,  by  a common  trick 
of  gunpowder  put  in  them,  to  put  themfelves  out 
at  a certain  time. 


The 
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The  dog  who  began  the  farce,  was,  (as  he  fware) 
only  a bitch  who  had  the  day  before  whelped  in 
that  room,  and  made  all  this  difturbance  in  feek- 
ingfor  her  puppies  : and  which,  when  (he  had  ferved 
his  purpofe  he  let  out,  and  then  looked  for. — The 
ftory  of  the  hoof  and  fword,  himfelf  alone  was 
witnefs  to,  and  was  never  fufpefted  of  the  truth  of 
his  aflertions,  tho’  in  reality  mere  fiction  — By  the 
trap  door  his  friends  let  down  ftones,  faggots,  glafs, 
water,  &c.  which,  they  either  left  there  or  drew 
up  again,  as  beft  fuited  with  them  ; and  by  this 
way  let  themfelves  in  and  out  without  opening  the 
doors,  or  going  thro’  the  key- holes  as  their  ho- 
nours had  wifely  determined. — All  the  noifes  he 
declares  he  made,  by  placing  quantities  .of  white 
gun  powder  over  pieces  of  burning  charcoal  on 
plates  of  tin  ; which,  as  they  melted  went  off  with 
that  violent  explofion. 

He  tells  us  alfo,  one  thing  beyond  all  the  reft,  and 
was  what  in  reality  drove  them  from  the  houfe, 
though  they  never  owned  it.  This  was,  they  had 
formed  a referve  of  part  of  the  premifes  to  them- 
felves, and  hid  their  mutual  agreement  which  hey 
had  drawn  up  in  writing,  under  the  earth  in  a pot, 
in  a corner  ol  the  room  where  they  ufually  dined, 
in  which  an  orange  tree  grew;  when  in  the  midft 
of  their  dinner  one  day  this  earth  of  itfclf  took  fire, 
and  burnt  violently  with  a blue  flame,  filling  the 
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room  with  a flrong  fulphureous  flench  ; and  this 
he  alfo  profeffes  was  his  own  doing  by  a fecret 
mixture  he  had  placed  there  the  day  before. 

We  are  happy  in  having  an  opportunity  of  fet- 
ting  hiftory  right  about  tliefe  remarkable  events, 
and  would  not  have  our  readers  difbelieve  Collins’s 
account  of  them  from  his  naming  white  powder 
going  off  when  melted,  or  his  making  the  earth 
about  the  pot  take  fire  of  its  own  accord ; fince, 
however  improbable  theie  accounts  may  appear  to 
fome  readers,  and  whatever  fecrets  they  might  be 
in  Joe’s  time,  they  are.  well  known  now  in  che- 
rniftry. 

As  to  the  lafl,  there  needs  only  to  mix  an  equal 
quantity  of  iron  filings  finely  powdered  with  fome 
pure  powdered  fulpher,  and  make  them  into  a pafle 
with  fair  water  ; this  pafle  when  it  has  1am  toge- 
ther twenty  fix  hours,  will  of  itfelf  take  fire  and 
burn  all  the  fulpher  away  with  a blue  flame  and  a 
great  flink. 

I 

Por  the  others,  what  he  calls  white  gun-powder, 
‘ is  plainly  .the  thundering  powder  called  pulvu  ful- 
minant by  our  Chymiits,  it  is  made  only  oi  iliree 
parts  of  falt-petre,  two  parts  of  pearl-afhes,  or  fait 
of  tartar,  and  one  part  of  flour  of  bnmftone,  mix- 
ed together  and  beat  to  a fine  powder,  a fmall  quan- 
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tity  of  l!i is  held  on  the  point  of  a knife  over  a can- 
dle, will  not  go  off  till  it  melts,  and  then  give  a 
report  like  a piftol  ; and  this  he  might  eafily  difpofe 
in  larger  quantities,  fo  as  to  make  it  go  off  itfelf 
when  he  was  with  his  mailers# 


THE  END. 
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THE 


the  feuds 

OF  THE  HOUSES  OF 

KINTAIR  and  SEATON. 
A Scottijh  Hijlory. 


Giving  a faithful  account  of  a Family  Quarrel 
which  happened  in  the  F orth,  during  the 
reign  oj  MALCOM  King  of  Scotland . 


IN  die  North-weft  parts  of  Scotland,  in  the  reign 
of  Malcom,  and  nearly  cotemporary  with  the 
ufurper  Micbeth,  whole  hiftory  our  immortal 
Shakspere  has  made  the  fubjeft  of  one  of  his  Tra- 
gedies, there  lived  two  young  noblemen,  at  the 
head  of  two  parties,  the  mortal  enemies  of  one 
another : fcarce  a week  pafted  at  thofe  times  when 
the  families  were  near  one-another  without  ac- 
counts of  rapes,  duels,  and  private  murders — for 
the  hatred  was  fo  univerfally  ftrong  through  the 

multi- 
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multitude,  that  from  the  lord  to  the  meaneft  lervant 
all  thought  it  a merit  and  an  honour  to  injure, 
even  in  the  mod  difhoneft  manner,  any  body  that 
belonged  even  in  any  degree  to  the  enemies  party. 

The  names  of  the  two  young  noblemen,  at  this 
time  at  the  head  of  thole  parties,  were  Seaton  and 
Kintair ; the  former  a youth*  of  a moft  promifing 
genius  and  great  abilities,  joined  to  great  integrity, 
and  an  earned  love  ot  virtue  ; his  heriditary  hatred 
to  the  Kintairs  was  in  Ihort.,  the  only  thing  that 
could  fully  his  character  ; and  that  he  governed  in 
fuch  a manner,  that  had  it  not  been  for  the  tem- 
per of  his  enemy,  the  world  faw  the  family  quarrel 
might  have  been  made  up  between  them,  and  a 
deal  of  milery  and  blood-lhed  prevented  to  the 
country  ; but  fuch  was  the  implacable  hatred  and 
native  cruelty  of  the  young  Kintair,  that  all  offers 
of  this  kind  in  his  lifetime  mud  have  been  vain, 
and  could  only  have  expofed  the  goodnefs  of  the 
offerer  to  the  imputations  of  weaknefs,  cowardice 
and  fear.  The  violent  Kintair  was  in  his  temper 
bloody,  revengeful,  pityle'fs,  and  favagely  cruel, 
to  a degree  fcarcely  to  be  conceived  ; yet  ail  thefe 
paffions,  and  all  his  hatred  to  the  Seaton  family, 
could  not  prevent  his  falling  in  love  at  firlt  fight, 
with  one  of  that  houfe:  indeed  the  filter,  tho  he 

at  firlt  knew  it  not,  of  the  very  lord  he  hated  fo 
implacably. 
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i his  iady  whofe  name  was  Margaret,  had  not 
only  a very  charming  perfon;  but  the  innate  vir- 
tues of  her  foul  displayed  fheufelves  outwardly  in 
her  face  and  whole  deportment,  and  gave  her  an 
air,  and  manner  not  to  be  refilled ; fhe  and  a twin 
fifler  fo  like  her  in  every  lineament  of  face,  that 
they  were  not  eafily  to  be  known  alunder,  were  the 
only  relations  of  the  young  Seaton;  and  with  him 
• made  all  the  remainder  of  that  noble  and  ancient 
family. 

Opportunities  of  meeting,  it  is  eafy  to  imagine 
were  not  very  frequent  between  thefe  two  families, 
elpecially  between  the  heads  of  them  : in  fhort  it 
happened  that  the  rough  Kintair  had  never  feen 
this  lady,  till  one  evening  as  fhe  was  returning  on 
horfeback  from  a vifit  to  a friend  at  fome  miles  dif- 
tauce,  met  her  as  he  was  going  acrofs  the  country, 
attended  by  half  a dozen  fervants  to  a party  of  d’- 
verfion.  The  moment  he  beheld  her,  he  Hopped 
Ids  h.orfe,  ordered  as  polite  a mefTage  as  he  could 
diflate  to  be  delivered  to  her,  and  begged  he  might 
have  leave  to  fpeak  to  her:  the  iady  alighted  from 
her  horfe,  and  readily  admitted  him  : when  he  ap- 
proached tier,  he  threw  himfelf  upon  his -knees, 
en.reated  her  to  tell  him  her  condition  ; and  if  the 
laws  of  honour  would  permit,  he  would  make  her 
wife  to  the  firfl  nobletnan  of  the  countiy  ; for  that 
he  was  the  lord  Kintair.  The  lady  who  had  till 

that 
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that  word  heard  him  with  a downcaft’  look,,  and  a- 
face  covered  with  a blufh  of  mode/ty,  now  imme- 
diately leaping  on  her  horfe  again,  tod  him;  ytivmo, 
lord,  a word  will  anfvver  you  : my  name  is  Market 
re:  Seaton.  And  with  the  he  words  in  her  mouth', 
hit  hnn  and  went  on  her  journey. 

\ v oi qs  are  too  faint  to  def-ribe  the  confiift  of 
raging  palli-ous  in  the  breaft  of  the  wild  Kintair  on 
this  occafion  ; love,  anger,  pride,  revenge,  theluft 
nopes  of  enjoyment  of  the  lady,  and  the  d.fdain  of 
a ref u fa  1,  all  combatting  together  in  his  breafl,  Mt 
mm  no  room  at  firlt  for  words,,  or  for  a refolurion  ; 
m t itew  himlelf  on  the  ground,  and. tore  up  the 
very  earth  in  agony  ; at  length  arifcng  in  a fury, 
ne  bade  his  fervams  follow  and  bring  her,  and  her 
attendants  back  to  him  : they  were  not  got  far  how- 
ever, before  he  changed  his  opinion,  and  thinking 
on  tne  uncertainty  of  their  fuccefs,  as  th.e  lady’s 

attendants  were  equal  to  them  in  nt  mber,  and  de-' 
termtmn^totruft  his  revenge  to  nobody  but  him- 

ie.t,  mounted  his  hor/e  and  followed  them, 

* 


Love  and  revenge  gave  him  wings  as  it  were 
he  loon  overtook  his  own  feryants,  and  quickly  af I 
ter  the  lady  Margaret  and  hers ; here  he  rode  up  to 
her,  and  addrefled  himfelf  to  her  a fecond  time  in 
tnele  words:  Ihfolent  idiot,  did  you  imagine  you 
cotvJci  efcape  me  thus,  and  that  I would  let  you'  go- 
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home,  to  make  your  brother  fport  with  my  entrea- 
ties, and  your  proud  refufal  ? No  ! think  not  I 
would  marry  the  filter  of  a man  that  I hate,  or  be 
the  fcandalous  means,  by  a boyilh  pafifion,  of  mak- 
ing up  an  enmity,  which  has  fo  juft  a caufe  as 
that  between  our  families  ; and  which  I hope  will 
be  eternal.  There  is  a fhorter  way  for  me  to  fatiate 
my  defires  with  you  ; and  one  that  gives  me  too  a 
double  pleafure,  that  feeds  at  once  my  hatred  and 
my  love,  and  gives  me  the  nobleft  revenge  on  all 
your  houfe  that  my  hate  can  even  wilh.  With 
thefe  words  he  gave  the  fignal  of  murder  to  his  at- 
tendants ; who  deftroyed  all  the  unhappy  lady  s 
fervants  after  a fhort  conflict  ; during  which,  the 
inhuman  lord  ravilhed  their  miferable  miftrefs; 
Within  a moment  after  this,  tho’  too  late  alas  to 
prevent  it,  a party  of  near  a hundred  of  the  Sea- 
tons appeared  upon  a neighbouring  hill,  they  how- 
ever faw  nothing  of  this;  but  the  favage  ravifher 
fearing  to  be  overpowered  by  numbers,  mounted 
his  horle  and  with  his  attendants  rode  off  in  hafie 
through  the  woods.  The  Seatons  paired  another 
way,  and  the  wretched  Lady  was  in  a moment  left 
alone,  encompaffed  with  the  horrors  of  her  own 
fate,  the  carcafles  of  her  murdered  fervants,  and 
the  bloody  weapons  of  the  murderers;  which,  in 
their  hafte  to  get  away  on  fight  ol  the  other  party, 

had  made  them  leave  behind  them.  Her  firft  re- 
solution 
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folution  was  to  end  her  life  and  mifery  together,  by 
plunging  one  of  the  daggers  in  her  own  bofom  ; 
but  religion  forbidding  that,  and  her  own  fhame 
preventing  her  returning  home,  fhe  came  to  a final 
refolution  of  hiding  herfeli  from  the  world  for 
ever;  and  picking  up  the  weapons  to  lay  before  her 
as  an  eternal  remembrance  of  the  horiid  fcene, 
made  her  way  to  a diflant  cottage,  where  fhe  told 
her  ftory;  and  giving  to  the  poor  honeli  hinds  her 
money,  jewels,  and  whatever  elfeof  value  Ihe  had 
about  her,  fwore  them  to  an  eiernal  fecrecy,  and 
conjured  them  to  let  her  fpend  the  remainder  of  a 
miferable  life  with  them. 

The  bloody  Kintair  as  foon  as  be  had  got  to  a 
a place  ol  faleiy,  fat  down  with  his  attendants  ex- 
ulted with  them  in  the  fuccefs  of  his  monflrous 
villainy,  and  fwore  he  never  tailed  the  pleafures 
of  revenge  befoie,  he  praifed  their  courage,  gave 
them  a number  of  prefents,  and  promifed  them  a 
thoufand  more,  and  finally  bound  himfeif  in  an  af- 
fociation  with  them,  to  make  them  his  compa- 
nions, and  his  friends  for  ever  ; and  give  them  all 
eflates,  provided  they  joined  hean  y with  him  in 
profecuting  a fcene  of  vengeance,  which  he  told 
them  he  had  now  concerted,  and  ot  which,  this 
was  but  the  aufpicious  beginning.  All  were  proud 
of  the  honour  their  hard  did  them  ; and  all,  with 
thefcverefl  imprecations,  entered  into  the  allbciatioa 

he 
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he  promoted,  of  never  refling  till  the  whole  family  of 
the  Seatons,  which,  as  1 have  before  oblerved, 
confifted  now  of  three  perfons  only,  fhould  be  ex- 
tinft. 

Priends  and  brothers  in  revenge  faid  Kintair  on 
this,  hear  me  now,  and  know  the  firft  flep  to  my 
defign  is  this  : the  lady  whom  I have  enjoyed  muff 
peri fh  ; this  mull  be  the  firft  done,  and  you  fhall 
then  fee  and  be  furprized  at  my  concerted  ven- 
geance ; I had  not  fpared  her  then,  but  for  the  par- 
ty we  faw  above  us,  but  now  the  de/perate  attempt 
muftbeto  feize  her  again  e’er  {he  get  home,  and 
kill  her  on  the  fpot  where  I enjoyed  her  : this 
compleats  my  yet  unfinilhed  vengeance  on  her, 
and  leads  on  befide  to  a feene  of  complicated  mif- 
cliief  with  v/hich  my  brain  is  lull,  which  you  can 
of  yet  have  no  idea  of.  The  words  were  no  fooner 
uttered,  but  all  were  up,  and  ready  lor  the  enter- 
prife ; and  made  that  liafte  that  they  loon  got  lor- 
waider  than  ihe  could  pofiibly  have  been  by  that 
time  had  fhe  continued  her  journey  homewards ; 
here  they  pitched  in  a thick  wood,  thro’  which  the 
road  to  the  caftle  of  the  Seatons  lay,  and  waited 
for  the  unfortunate  lady.  She,  poor  creature,  was 
otherwife  employed  than  they  imagined  ; but  her 
filler,  the  lady  Jane  unfortunately  lor  her,  had  the 
fame  day  been  abroad  to  fonre  little  diftance,  and 
returning  home  in  the  dufk  of  the  evening  alone, 
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the  villains  immediately  feized  on  her,  and  accord- 
ing  to  the  orders  of  their  lord,  carried  her  to  the 
fatal  place  where  the  rape  and  murder  had  been  be- 
tore  committed.  It  was  late  in  the  night  before 
they  arrived  there,  and  the  moon  Aiming  bright, 
the  diftrafted  iady  Margaret  had  left  her  cottage] 
and  wandered  to  weep  her  forrows  at  the  fatal  place 
where  the  horrid  afcf  had-  been  committed  ; fhe  was 
here  tolling  herfelf  on  the  ground,  and  making  the 
rocks  and  woods  relound  with  her  diffrafted  cries, 
when  the  murderers  approached  with  their  unhap- 
py prey  ; the  trampling  of  horfes,  the  oaths  and 
biafphemies  of  the  company,  and  the  known  voice 
of  the  hated  Kintair  terrified  the  lady  Margaret  fo, 
that  fhe  crept  am- ng  the  bufires  and  thorns  that 
wounded  her  tender  Ikin  as  file  paffed  on  at  every 
dep,  til!  fhe  came  to  a thicket,  behind  which  file 
refted  to  lifien  to  the  noife  of  thele  abandoned  ruf- 
fians. 1 hey  were  now  come  to  the  place,  and  the 
fervants  throwing  down  the  unfortunate  and  mifta- 
iken  vitlim  of  iheir  fury,  whofe  mouth  they  had  be- 
fore flopped  and  tied  over  with  handketcheifs  to 
:prevent  her  outcries,  no  voice  was  heard  but  of  the 
lavage  Kintair ; who  walking  up  to  her,  cried  in 
-an  infulting  tone  i we  were  prevented  lady  this 
.-morning,  but  here  is  now  a favour  that  you  fhall 
own  arikes  you  to  the  heart;  with  thefe  words  he 
:p, tinged  his  fvord  into  her  bofom,  and  ended  her 
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life,  without  difcovering  his  miftake.  As  foon  as 
the  unfortunate  lady  fell,  the  inhuman  murderer 
feating  himfelf  on  her  body  yet  ftruggling  in  the 
agonies  of  death,  faid  to  his  attendants,  now  f riends 
hear  the  utmoft  of  my  intentions;  alarm  you  the 
neighbouring  villages  with  cries  of  murder  ; thofe 
other  bodies  aieyet  warm,  and  they  fhall  be  made 
to  believe  all  'ell  together.  I’ll  join  in  ihe  croud 
that  fiift  comes,  and  do  you  Farquarfon  (fpeaking 
to  one  of  hrs  fervants)  mount  the  fwiftefl  horfe, 
and  as  you  fee  us  approach,  ride  with  your  utmoft 
fpeed  towards  Seaton  caffle  then  round  the  heath 
and  join  us,  and  you  fhall  be  rejoiced  at  what  my 
revenge  fhall  make  of  this.  Immediately  all  fepe- 
rated  to  the  work,  and  the  affli&ed  Lady  Margaret 
took  that  opportunity  to  get  back  to  her  cottage : 
ihe  was  fcarce  there  when  the  whole  country  was 
raifed  ; the  bloody  Kintair  joined  the  mob,  and 
Farquarfon  when  they  came  in  fight,  fled  as  he  was 
ordered  before  them ; Kintair  purfued  him  with  a 
number  of  the  clowns;  and  when  he  was  got  from 
them,  that  monfterof  villany  returned,  and  allured 
and  perfuaded  his  followers  that  it  was  Lord  Sea- 
ton who  fled  before  them.  The  clowns  willing  to 
fhew  their  difcernment,  agreed  to  a man  that  they 
knew  him  all  the  way  he  went,  and  knew  the  horfe 
he  rode  on  ; and  on  now  viewing  the  bodies  of  the 
murdered  perfons.  The  abandoned  Kintair  per- 
fuaded 
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fuaded  every  body,  that  this  Seaton  had  debauched 
his  filler  and  brought  her  hither,  where,  with  the 
affiftance  of  his  other  fervants,  he  had  murdered 
her  and  all  that  were  there  prefent.  His  own  peo- 
ple it  is  eafy  to  imagine  joined  readily  to  this,  and 
the  reft  were  foon  brought  over  to  follow  their  opi- 
nion : and  as  foon  as  Kintair  found  this,  he  made 
them  a long  declamation  on  the  horror  of  the  crime 
and  perfuaded  them  all  to  follow  him  immediately 
to  the  next  large  town,  and  relate  betore  the  magil- 
tracy  what  they  had  feen.  His  perfuafions  and  the 
rewards  he  promifed  to  all  who  would  go  with  him, 
made  every  one  prelent  follow,  and  immediately 
they  fet  forward,  tho’  in  the  night,  and  never  flop- 
ped nor  flayed  till  they  arrived  at  the  end  of  their 
journey.  All  the  way  as  they  went  on,  the  villain- 
ous Kintair’s  attendants  extolled  the  generality,  the 
goodnefs,  and  love  of  juftice  their  mafter  fhewed  in 
this,  and  partly  by  thefe  praifes,  and  partly  by  pro- 
mifed rewards  to  all  that  fliould  be  able  to  give  ma- 
terial evidences  againft  the  murderers,  the  clowns 
were  led  into  forming  a thoufand  circumftances, 
all  pofitive  againft  the  pretended  murderer.  When 
they  arrived  at  the  town,  it  happened  that  the  Ma- 
giftracy  was  at  that  time  fitting  : they  were  all  re- 
joiced at  this,  and  went  in  a body  to  the  hall,  and 
demanding  (on  account  of  the  horrid  enormity  of 
the  crime  they  came  to  give  evidence  on,  an  imme- 
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diate  audience)  were  admitted.  The  arch  devil 
Kintair  entering  at  their  head,  recounted  to  the 
Magiflracy  the  (lory  that  he  had  before  concerted, 
and  fwore  to  the  identity  of  the  perfon  he  accufed  ; 
his  fervants  all  followed  his  example,  and  unwilling 
not  to  Ly  Icinething  from  their  own  knowledge, 
each  fingled  out  fome  one  by  name  of  the  innocent 
Seaton’s  fervants,  whom  he  accufed  of  the  murder 
of  the  attendants  ; and  the  clowns  joining  their  po- 
fit  ve  oaths  to  the  fame  faffs,  and  many  other  forged 
circumllances,  the  abfent  Seaton  and  fix  of  hi?  at- 
tendants were  accufed  of  a mod  horrid  murder,  on 
the  p<  fitive  oaths  of  more  than  thirty  perfons,  who 
all  declared  themfelves  to  have  been  eye  witnefTes 
of  the  faflsthey  alleclged  again!!  them. 

The  innocent  Lord  Seaton  knew  nothing  of  any 
part  of  this  fatal  tragedy,  but  was  returning  to  his 
caflle  and  fome  of  his  fervants,  from  a fhort  jour- 
ney he  had  taken  to  meet  his  fillers,  when  he  was 
feized  by  the  officers  of  jultice  lent  to  apprehend 
him  ; all  circumllances  are  conllrued  into  meaning 
by  people  poll died  of  an  opinion  ; and  accordingly 
this  unhappy  lord’s  being  now  found  returning, 
with  a number  of  his  lervaiits  from  that  paitof  the 
country  where  the  murder  had  been  committed, 
was  looked  on  as  a proof  of  his  having  been  com- 
mitting it  ; and  the  agonies,  grief,  aflonilhment, 

and  horror  with  which  he  received  the  news  of  the 
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death  of  his  beloved  filler  and  his  fervants,  were 
conllrued  into  confeflions  ot  his  guilt. 

The  millake  of  the  two  fillers  wai  never  found 
out,  and  the  pofitive  oaihs  of  the  accufers,  that  it 
was  Lady  Margaret  that  was  murdered,  made, it  pot 
at  all  doubted.  That  unfortunate  Lady  was  glad  of 
the  millake,  wifhingfince  the  rape  for  nothing  but 
to  be  unknown  to  the  whole  world,  and  looking  on 
this  as  the  moll  fecure  of  all  the  means  of  being  fo 
would  never,  had  fhe  not  afterwards  felt  the  then 
necelfity  that  compelled  her  to  it,  have  declared 
herfelf  to  the  world. 

A fhort  journey  brought  the  acculed  Lord  be- 
fore the  Magiflracy  ; he  entered  the  room  before 
they  expected  him,  and  immediately  on  his  appear- 
ance all  the  accufers  renewed  their  oaths,  that  he 
and  his  attendants  who  were  now  with  him,  were 
the  very  perfons  who  had  committed  the  murders, 
and  the  vile  Kintair  made  a long  harangue  to  the 
court,  aggravating  in  the  ltrongell  manner  the  hor- 
ror of  the  crime,  and  adding  a tboufaud  reproaches. 
When  he  had  done,  the  accufed  Lord  advanced 
towards  his  judges  with  a fettled  countenance,  and 
looking  with  dildain  on  his  accufer,  and  on  his 
judges  w.iin  that  modeit  but  intrepid  confidence 
that  canfcious  innocence  ever  gives,  ipoke  in  the 
following  manner  : — 
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My  LORDS  and  JUDGES , 

\ icw  with  an  impartial  eye  the  conduct  oF  my 
part  life,  and  you  will  determine,  I cannot  but  be 
innocent  of  the  horrid  crimes  I am  accufcd  of,  and 
that  I am  fo,»  he  it  fufficient  that  I now  once,  in  the 
mofl  folemn  manner  affirm  before  you. 

Confider  my  accufer  is  the  profefled  enemy  of 
my  houfe  and  family,  and  that  thefe  who  are  accu- 
fed  as  my  accomplices,  are  the  very  friends,  the 
fathers,  and  the  brothers  of  my  murdered  honed 
fervants. 

Is  it  probable  that  they  could  for  my  fake  be  in- 
duced to  murder  thefe,  or  that.  I,  who  have  been 
known  to  love  my  filler  Margaret  with  a more  than 
a common  affeflion  could  be  her  murderer  ? Im- 
poffible  ! think  cn  thefe  circumflances,  and  weigh 
them  well  ere  you  determine  any  thing,  be  not  rafii 
or  hafly.  You  know  not  what  hereafter  may  ap- 
pear, that  yet  is  not  lufpe&ed. 

Here  the  accufed  ended  his  defence,  which  was 
fcon  overpowered  by  the  number  and  repeated 
oaths  of  the  evidences,  and  particularly  of  his  ene- 
my Ivintair  ; who  afferted  that  he  law  him  plunge 
his  dagger  in  the  bread  of  the  Lady  Margaret,  and 
law  the  others  butchering  his  attendants.  1 he  fu- 
preme  judge  was  now  rising  from  his  feat,  to  pro- 
nounce lentence  on  the  accufed  lord  and  his  atten- 
dants. 
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dants,  when  a voice  was  heard  crying  with)  the  ut- 
moft  earneftnefs  F rbear,  forbear,  O Judge; 
guard  well  the  doors  that  none  escape,  and  at  the 
fame  indant  a woman  threw  herself  at  the  feet  of 
the  judges,  crying  out,  I am  that  Margaret  whom 
this  innocent,  this  bed  of  brothers  is  accufed  of 
murdering;  and  look,  whole  are  thefe  ? — With 
thefe  words  Hie  threw  down  the  daggers.  The 
court  all  rofe  in  a moment,  adoniihed  at  her  ap- 
pearance ; her  brother  threw  himfelf  on  her  neck 
in  a tranfport  of  joy,  and  the  court  examining  the 
daggers  and  finding  on  each  the  name  of  its  owner, 
demanded  of  the  lady  the  true  hidory  of  the  faff 
She  on  this  related  the  whole  catadrophe  in  the 
mod  pathetic  manner.  And  when  die  had  heard 
the  fentence  intended  for  her  brother  and  his 
fervants,  paffed  on  his  accufers,  retired  into  a 
nunnery,  and  left  the  innocent,  but  unhappy 
Seaton  in  the  pofTeffion  of  his  own,  and  the  for- 
feited edates  and  titles  of  his  accufers — which  his 
defendants,  the  Seatons  of  that  countiy  enjoy  to 
i this  day. 


THE 


STORY  OF  JAKE  GILBERT, 

A SUPPOSED  WITCH, 

BY  MR.  CHRISTOPHER  SMART. 


HPHERE  was  in  the  weft  of  England,  where 
I lived  feveral  years,  a poor  indudrious 
woman,  who  laboured  under  the  evil  report  of 
being  an  old  witch.  Every  hog  that  died  with  the 
murrain,  every  cow  that  dipt  her  calf,  fhe  was 
accountable  for.  If  a horfe  had  the  daggers,  fhe 
was  fuppofed  to  be  in  his  head,  and  whenever  the 
wind  blew  a little  harder  than  ordinary,  Goody 
Gilbert  was  faid  to  be  playing  her  tricks,  and  ri- 
ding on  a brootnllick  in  the  air. 

Thefe  and  a thoufand  other  phantafies,  too  ridi- 
culous to  recite,  pofleffed  the  pates  of  the  common 
people.  ITorfe-fhoes  were  nailed  with  the  heels  up- 
wards, and  many  tricks  were  made  ufe  of,  to  en- 
trap and  mortify  the  poor  creature.  Such,  indeed, 
was  their  rage  againft  her,  that  they  even  peti- 
tioned Mr.  Williams,  the  parfon  of  the  parifh,  not 
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to  let  her  come  to  church  ; and,  at  lad,  even  in- 
filled upon  it.  This,  however,  he  ove.’-  uled,  and 
allowed  the  poor  old  woman  a nook  in  one  ol  the 
ailles  to  herfelf,  where  fhe  muttered  over  her 
prayers  in  the  bell  manner  fne  could. 

The  paril'n,  thus  dilconcerted  and  enraged, 
withdrew  ihe  Imall  pittance  they  allowed  for  her 
lupport  : and  would  have  reduced  her  to  the  ne- 
celTity  ol  llarving,  had  Ihe  not  been  dill  aflifted  by 
the  benevolent  Mr.  Williams.  He  often  fent  her 
biead  and  meat  ; frequently  procured  her  fpinning- 
work  from  the  next  market-town  ; and  was  fo  pro- 
voked at  their  behaviour  to  the  poor  old  creature, 
that  he  once  applied  to  a neighbouring  jultice  ol 
the  peace  in  her  behalf  - but,  as  there  happened  a 
dorm  the  night  before,  which  dripped  part'of  the 
thatch  off  his  worfhip’s  dable,  that  wife  haberdafher 
of  the  law  refufed  her  relief. 

I was  one  afternoon  drinking  tea  with  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Williams,  when  a meffage  being  brought  that 
poor  Jane  Gilbert  was  extremely  ill,  we  all  three 
went  to  fee  her.  As  fhe  was  Tick,  I expebled  to 
have  found  her  in  bed  ; and  we  opened  the  door 
fofily,  not  to  didurb  her  ; but,  when  we  came  into 
her. little  hovel,  poor  Jane  was  fpinning  by  a fmall 
peat  fire,  which  I could  have  covered  with  my 
hand. 

As  the  poor  old  foul  was  deaf,  fhe  did  not  hear 
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us  open  the  door,  and  I had  an  opportunity  of 
taking  a full  Purvey  of  her  before  (he  perceived  us. 
A pifture  of  fuch  wretchednefs  I never  faw  before 
or  fmce.  Her  body  was  half  naked,  infomuch  that 
her  withered  fhoulders  and  part  of  her  breafts  ap- 
peared through  her  tattered  gown.  Her  head  was 
bound  round  with  an  old  blue  Hocking,  that  expofed 
her  bald  crown  and  her  ears  to  view.  Her  hofe 
were  compofed  of  two  haybands,  tied  round  her 
legs  with  packthread.  She  fat  in  an  old  elbow- 
chair  ; and,  by  fits,  dozed,  and  then  again  turned 
her  wheel,  to  the  motion  of  which  her  under-jaw 
kept  exa£l  time. 

When  Mr.  Williams  called  to  her,  fhe  raifed 
herfelf  up  : and,  by  the  lupport  of  the  chair,  made 
us  a curtfey. 

The  manner  of  our  coming  in  had  a little  con- 
fufed  her,  but  she  foon  recovered  herfelf,  and,  by 
our  defire,  fat  down.  Mr.  Williams  then  enquired 
into  the  ftate  of  her  diforder ; and  fhe  told  him, 
that  fhe  believed  her  illnefs  was  occafioned  by 
her  eating  that  food,  pointing  to  an  earthern  pan 
that  flood  before  us,  in  which  were  mixed  a little 
barley  meal,  fait,  and  water;  and  adding,  that  flic 
had  not  had  any  biead  or  meat  for  fe.ven  days.  At 
this  he  was  furprifed,  and  afked  what  was  become 
of  the  vibluals  lie  lent  her  the  beginning  of  that 
week  ? She  thanked  him  for  it;  and  replied,  that 
two  fellows  in  the  neighbourhood,  whole  names 
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fhe  mentioned,  had  taken  it  from  her,  and  that 
one  of  them  had  ftruck  her  feveral  blows.  Mr.’ 
Williams  feemed  angry  that  flic  did  not  inform 
him  ot  it : but  {he  defired  he  would  not  be  dil- 
pleal'ed ; and  faid,  flic  was  loth  to  be  too  trou* 
blefome. 

Mrs.  Williams,  who  is  a mighty  good  woman, 
was  greatly  affefted  with  this  circumllance,  and 
flied  tears;  which  were,  indeed,  accompanied  with 
my  own.  She  then  warmed  a little  fack-whey  fhe 
had  brought  in  her  pocket,  and  gave  it  the  poor 
creature  to  drink.  This  Jane  fwallowed  eagerly, 
and  was  fo  chearfu!  after  it,  that  flie  talked  to  us 
above  two  hours,  entertained  us  with  her  whole 
ffory,  and  the  hiftory  of  her  time,  which  was  fre* 
quently  interrupted  with  the  warmefl  exprefflons  of 
gratitude  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Williams. 

When  I exprefled  my  furprize  at  her  memory 
and  good  (enfe,  fhe  told  me  that  flie  was  once  a 
young  gentlewoman’s  waiting-maid,  with  whom 
fhe  had  a good  education  ; and  could,  even  now, 
read  and  write  very  well,  but  that  the  neighbours 
would  not  fuffer  her  to  have  a pen  and  ink,  and 
had  llolen  her  bible  and  fpeftacles. 

Jufl  as  we  were  coming  away,  I put  two  half- 
crowns  in  her  hand,  which  fhe  returned  me  again, 
and  begged  I would  oblige  her  with  fome  halfpence 
in  their  flead — “ for  the  people,”  fays  fhe,  “ in 
the  neighbourhood,  are  poflefled  with  a notion,  that 
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I can  turn  lead  into  "filver  and  gold  ; but  that,  by 
a-nd  by  it  will  become  lead  again';  and  therefore 
none  of  the  (hops  will  change  my  money.” 

When  we  parted  with  the  old  woman,  fhe  cried  ; 
and  whifpered  to  Mr.  Williams  to  come  again, 
and  give  her  the  facrament,  for  that  fhe  did  not 
think  fhe  fhould  live  long. 

I could  recite  many  other  circumftances  in  Jane, 
or  (as  they  by  way  of  reproach  called  her)  Joan 
Gilbert’s  behaviour,  which  I think  proved  that  file 
was  not  a witch,  but  a pious  and  good  Chrtflian, 
unlefs  witchcraft  can  be  fuppofed  to  confifl  of  true 
wilder®,  morality  and  religion.  But  I now  haffen 
to  the  fequel  of  my  ftory,  in  which  you  will  find 
that  the  fource  trom  whence  witchcraft  is  reputed 
to  fpring,  is  poverty,  age,  and  ignorance;  and 
that  it  is  irr.pofli^le  for  a woman  to  pafs  for  a 
witch|  unlefs  fhe  is  very  poor,  aged,  and  lives 
in  a neighbourhood  where  the  people  are  void  of 
common  fenfe. 

Some  time  after  we  had  this  interview  with  Jane 
Gilbert,  a brother  of  her’s  died  in  London;  who 
though  like  a truly  adopted  fon  of  Care,  he  would 
not  part  with  a farthing  while  he  lived,  at  his  death 
was  obliged  to  leave  her  five  thoufand  pounds  ; 
money  that  he  could  not  carry  in  the  cofHn  with 
him.  This  altered  the  face  of  Jane’s  affairs  pro- 
digioufly  : fhe  was  no  longer  Jane,  alias  Joan  Gil- 
bert, the  ugly  old  witch,  but  Madam  Gilbert,  her 
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old  ragged  garb  was  exchanged  for  one  that  was 
new  and  genteel  ; her  greateft  enemies  made  their 
court  to  her ; even  the  juftice  himfelf  came  to.wifh 
her  joy  ; and,  though  feveral  hogs  and  horfej  died, 
and  the  wind  frequently  blew  after  that,  Madam 
Gilbert  was  never  fuppofed  to  have  any  hand  in 
it ; and  from  hence  it  is  plain,  as  1 obferved  before, 
that  a woman  muft  be  very  poor,  very  eld,  and 
live  in  a neignbourhood  where  the  people  are  very 
ftupid,  before  fhe  can  poflioly  pafs  for  a witch. 

It  was  a faying  of  Mr.  Williams,  who  would 
fometimes  be  jocofe,  and  had  the  art  of  making 
even  fatire  agreeable,  that  if  ever  Jane  defeived 
the  charaaer  of  a witch,  it  was  after  this  money 
was  left  her;  for  that,  with  'her  five  thoufand 
pounds,  fhe  did  more  aQs  of  charity  and  friendly 
offices  than  all  the  people  of  fortune  within  fifty 
miles  of  the  place.  Many  thoufands  of  my  readers 
know  this  to  be  true;  but  as  fome  may  be  igno- 
rant of  it,  I muff  inform  them,  that  fhe  gave  bibles 
and  common-prayer  books  to  all  the  people  in  the 
neighbourhood,  and  fhe  paid  for  the  fchoolina  of 
forty  boys  and  girls.  She  boiled  a large  copper 
twice  a week,  and  made  broth  and  dumplings  for 
ah  her  neighbors  who  were  old  or  fick  ; fhe  lent 
five  hundred  pounds,  in  fmall  Turns,  to  poor 
tra  lefmen  and  farmers,  without  inlereft,  for  ever  ; 
and  appointed  truffees  to  take  the  belt  lecurhy  they 
could,  fo  that  the  principal  might  not  be  loft;  and 
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to  remove  the  fums  occafienaHy  from  one  family  to 
.another,  when  the  one  could  fpare  it,  and  the 
other  wanted  affiftance.  #She  fettled  twenty-five 
pounds  per  annum  on  the  minifler  of  the  pai ifh » 
to  vifit  and  pray  by  them,  aqd  teach  the  children 
• their  catcchifm  ; and  to  each  child  that  came  to 
church  to  repeat  the  catechifm,  fhe  ordered  a 
plumb-cake  every  Sunday. 

’ Among  her  donations,  file  did  not  forget  her 
friends,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Williams,  but  gave  their 
fon  and  daughter  five  hundred  pounds  a-piece  in 
her  life-time.  As  to  her  own  pait,  fhe  allowed 
herfelf  but  eighteen  pounds  a year  to  live  on  ; and 
that,  at  her  death,  fhe  bequeathed  to  an  old  woman 
who  attended  her. 

And  this  is  a woman  they  were  about  to  deflroy 
for  witchcraft  and  forcery  ! But  the  people  are 
now  afhamed  of  their  behaviour,  and  therefore  I 
have  concealed  the  name  of  the  place. 


THE  END. 
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